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WELCOME EVERYONE!

Presenter Introductions

Participant Introductions

Common Ground

Our Goals for the Session




We Believe That:

Career Development in Schools is the Responsilafigveryone
and Not Just School Counselors

Curricular Integration is Key Beginning in Element&chool

Students Are Most Successful When They Take anvAdteadership
Role in Academic, Personal, and Career Decisioniigak

Students into a Transition Decade ih@rade is Key
to Success Well Beyond High School

Parents Play a Critical Role in Career DevelopnBaginning in
Elementary School

Academic and Career Development Must Be a PaheoSthool’s
Culture and Expectations



“We are seeing an epidemic of worlife
unreadiness, kids in their early twenties
who carit figure out who they are or
what they need to be doing with their

lives..”

-Dr. Mel Levine on the Today Show
January 25, 2005

Author, Ready or Not, Here Life Comes



1.2 million students each year do not graduate tarh
school with their peers. This translates into 7,000

American high school students dropping out evegy da

Source: SourceWho's Counted? Who's Counting? Understanding Higiho®l Graduation Rates.

For every 100 U.S. students who start high sclady, 67

earn a diploma within four years. Of those, onlyeB&er
college, 26 are still enrolled after sophomore yaad just
18 graduate on time with either an associate’s or a

bachelor’s degree.

Source: Tonn, J.L. State Board Members Urged tac@uainate on Dropout Problem. Education Week.

Washington: ct 25, 2006. 26:9, p 27.



Males Females

55% 49% Didn’t like school

52% 17% Couldn’t get along with teaich
31% 14% Felt they didn’t belong

18% 22% Couldn’t get along with peers
19% 33% Suspended too often

38% 25% Couldn’t keep up with work
46% 33% Failing grades

Source: NELS. TwoYears Later: Cognitive Gains aodd®| Transition



Integrate Academic, Life Skills, and Career Devatent
Into the Curriculum at all grade levels.

Make Connections Between Learning and Earning.

Foster a School-wide Culture that Celebrates Patson
Academic, and Career Growth and Development.

Launch Students Into a Transition Decade Beginmng
Grades 8 and 9.

Ditch the Four Year Plan and Opt for a Ten YeanPla
Instead.

Involve Parents and Other Trusted Adults/Mentors
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Standards-Driven
Freshman Transition Courses

Reduce dropout rates (high school and college)

Increase matriculation into post-secondary programs
Increase recruitment and retention into technicagmams
Provide skills to successfully navigate life andrkvtvansitions

Standards Available Atwww.freshmantransition.org
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Transition and Planning Program

o 8hand 9 Grade Seminar Courses — Focus on
Academic Success, Personal Transition, and
Academic and Career Development.

» Electronic Personal Learning Plan.

» Junior and Senior Elective Courses for College
and Career Planning.

» Personalized Learning Through a Strengths
Based Approach to Classroom Projects.

Career Development Center
* Internships
» Job Shadows

* Mentoring Programs

» Senior Challenge Course




“None of my classes in high school ever askedjtlestion — “what do |
want”. The 9 Grade Seminar and Junior Seminar actually gave me a
chance to think about my future and my goals”.

B. — College Freshman

“I had no clue what | wanted to do after high sdhalust having the time
In school to look at all the options really helpddlaving someone there
every day to help me figure it out really helped.to

W. — College Senior



(
<

Our Current Testing Culture

Growing School Counselor Case Loads

Low Federal Funding Levels For Initiatives
Globalization of the Workforce

The Educational Attainment and Retention Crisis
Economic Self-Sufficiency



Conclusions and Questions
S

e Connecting the Dots — Wrap Up
e Questions and Comments

e Feedback

e Exit Card

Exit Card Question:

What will you take away from today’s presentation?
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For More Information
Contact:

Rebecca M. Dedmond, PhD

rdedmond@agwu.edu

Thomas R. Stowell, MA

tom@tomstowell.com




